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Ron Covey explains...

How We Use Educational Project Funds

The program at Caminando Por La Paz is a bit different from what you might
expect. In many cases, we do not pay the full cost of the student’s school
expenses. As you may know, the name “Caminando por la Paz” translates to
“Walking for Peace.” When | first met Father Goekler, MM, the founder of
Caminando por la Paz, he told me that the first members of the program were
responsible for naming it. They chose the name to symbolize the way they decide
who in the neighborhood needs help and what the nature of that help should be.

We provide tutoring to any child in
the neighborhood. For many, it is
their only educational opportunity.
(See photos on the next page.)

From among these tutoring students,
we choose those most ready to attend
local schools.

The Caminando por la Paz philosophy guides the way we use your donations. By
knowing the family situations of our supported students, we can provide all or, in
many cases, various parts of the total cost. Thus, a student may receive a
combination of uniforms, registration, books, exam fees, or transportation.

This system allows us to be better stewards of the funds you provide to us. In
addition to the children we can help from our program funds, we have a growing
number of children with US-based sponsors. These sponsors pay the full annual
cost—currently $600 per year—of a child’s education.

Can you send one of
these children to school?
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Visitors from Yale

In March, a group from Yale University visited. They had come to Guatemala with a
desire to understand the Guatemalan culture and to learn of the activities of
various groups such as our program. An orientation at
their hotel turned into a real introduction to Latin
American culture. As the presentations started, they
heard loud music and fireworks, and the presenters
couldn’t be heard. So they invited the group to join the |
people who were celebrating an early part of Lent in the
typical Guatemalan manner.

On Sunday, March 12th, the group first attended Mass at
the Cathedral de Santiago of Guatemala City and saw the central plaza.

Next, the group came to our program house.
They were first orientated to our program,
purpose, and history. Following the
orientation, they had an opportunity to
interact with several of the children who
benefit from our educational programs:
tutoring and scholarships to local schools.

As most often happens, the highlight for our
visitors was the walk through the
neighborhood. This activity grants the visitors
the probable but unplanned interaction with many people of the area. Always they
encounter folks who know us and our activities. Some of the poorest people in the
city live in our neighborhood. These are most often people who came down from
the mountains looking for a better life, but unfortunately, they did not find it.

Carlos drove the Yale
group in the Caminando
por la Paz van to Xhela
and then on to Antigua,
where they visited their
last stop: the school
Sistema Educativo

Latinoamericano (SEL).
We hope to be able to assist other groups using our van, which we acquired

through a very generous donation.




Coffee Uprdate

O The 2022-2023 harvest of our |
ot FR-Top. excellent Honduran Coffee, which we
0, have branded as Family Coffee, has
been completed. That coffee has
been delivered to the processing
plant by the growers. Sadly, this
year’s harvest in Honduras has been
N i less than normal, and that, combined
with recognition of the excellent
flavor of Honduran coffee, has caused
a general price increase. Fortunately, two factors allow Family Coffee
to refrain from increasing our prices.

1.We are less profit-margin sensitive than others, since we are 100%
non-profit. Our costs are all production oriented, because no
individual receives a salary for working in our coffee project.

2.We recently changed from charging for shipping to using a small
increase in price to permit us to offer free shipping.

To learn more about 'ﬂ
the coffee production

process from seed to
cup, please visit our
presentation—
FAMILY COFFEE or
stop by FatherToms

FamilyCoffee.org.

The purpose of our coffee project is to help finance the educational
projects of Caminando por la Paz.


https://fathertomsmission.files.wordpress.com/2023/03/family-coffee-1.pdf
https://www.fathertomsfamilycoffee.org/
https://www.fathertomsfamilycoffee.org/
https://www.fathertomsfamilycoffee.org/

How can you be a part of our mission?

Visit Our New Website
In the last few months, Ron Covey and YOUI' prayers

Paula Schaffner (Caminando’s editor) have <
been working together to design and :
launch our new website: . '

b

FatherTomsCaminando.org

Be an E-News

Father Tom's Mission Home AboutUs~ Activities A:gaelv Contact Library are always
helrful!

Caminando por la Paz

SHARE

Tell your friends about us!

, Donate on our new website:

Dona te, FatherTomsCaminando.org

Or send a tax-deductible
check to:

Caminando por la Paz
PO Box 1583
New Canev. TX 77357

We greatly appreciate your support!


http://fathertomscaminando.org/
https://fathertomscaminando.org/

